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‘No Experience Required’

I love this business!
In order to create sustainable success,

many other professions require years of
schooling, grueling certifications, demean-

ing apprenticeships, state licensing or other
strict requirements usually accompanied by
crushing school loans and years of practice un-
recognized by anyone, besides direct supervi-
sors.

It also takes months, years even of care-
fully planned steps culminating in a critical path
which, if one is persistent and has a healthy
share of luck, will result in something tangible
that may stand for many years for all to behold
and wonder on. Engineers and architects work
in advanced mathematics, logic and physics
only to pass along their brain child to another
pair of, hopefully, competent hands, hearts and
minds in order to manifest the project into re-
ality.

I’ve heard it said that, given all the complexi-
ties, personalities, time and money constraints
it’s a wonder that any movie gets made, let
alone viewed by the public. Anyone working
in the arts or humanities, or for virtually any
professional occupation, has to navigate the
slippery slopes of subjective morality, shifting
fashions and the nightmare of grant writing, in
order to see any of their work come to the light
of public view.

I know a few of you in the hospitality busi-
ness will be jumping to their feet to protest my
simplification but give me a moment to make
my case.
Some of my best friends have sacrificed

much to attain a certain amount of acclaim, or
in my case, notoriety. I’ve got 23 years in and
am still learning. Greg Barnhill, one of the best
chefs in the West worked through not one, but
three year long apprenticeships, each with a
different European trained,Michelin rated chef.
I have the honor of being part of the Advisory
Board of The International School of Culinary
Arts and know first hand the dedication of the
teaching staff and the work that the students
put in– all in the name of a title that many,
much less deserving, use with impunity.
The true leaders of our industry have given

up their children’s birthday parties, anniversary

dates and holidays in service to our treasured
guests; in the quest of that perfectly plated
meal.
All in dedication to an experience so fleet-

ing that most diners are vaguely aware of the
hours of daydreaming, planning and experi-
mentation that backs up every plate that hits
that window.
‘The Making of Iron Man– the Movie’?

How about ‘The Making of Beef Milanese Na-
politana’? Now that’s something worthy of 20
minutes of film draped with a voice over from
Morgan Freeman!

So I may have misspoke before when I im-
plied that this business is something that can
be doneby anyonewith little or no training– yet
there are those out there who believe that. And
bless them; I really mean that– it’s for these in-
trepid souls that I sing this particular song.

It’s for these stalwart, courageous business
people that I say, ‘Right on!’

Here’s to: the contractor who inherits a res-
taurant because the owner couldn’t pay for the
renovations, the public servant who nurtured
the dream of his own little diner to retire to;
here’s to the business man who, because of 
prior success in other industries, believes that
he knows what his guests really want.

Here’s to the father that wants to build
something with his two hands because he
wants to leave a legacy for his children; here’s
to the mother left with an empty nest and her
grandmother’s peanut brittle recipe. Here’s to
the college student who works summers on
an oil derrick off the Texas coast and winters in
Alaska fishing salmon because he has a vision
of a restaurant where his crew loves to come
to work.

Here’s to all the lovers of life and food, fool-
ish enough to give this business a try- it’s to you
I say, “Come on in, there’s always room for a
good idea”. My brothers and sisters are here;
ready, to turn your dream into a reality- just be-
cause we say so!
This column is dedicated to the memory of

Sean Foley, a gift to all she touched with her
food and her spirit!

Adam M Lamb
Author, Chef, Coach has
been working in South

Florida since 1990.
He can be reached at

cheflam@aol.com
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WHERE/WHEN TO PLAY BAR POKER 7 NIGHTS A WEEk
 LOCATION M T W T F S SLOCATION M T W T F S S 

Allstars • (954) 968-777 • Deerfield X X X Jeannie’s Pub & Grub • 954-587-2147 • Plantation X 
Archies West • 954-721-0020 • Tamarac X X Jester’s Sports Bar • 954-776-1526 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
Beach Betty’s • 954-921-9893 • Dania X X Th Jib Room • 954-537-3343 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
Big Dog Saloon • 954-561-4304 • Wilton Manors X Kavanagh & Morrisey’s • 954-476-7433 • Plantation X X 
Billy’s Tavern • 954-475-9464 • Davie X X X Lake Worth Rum Shack • (561) 588 2929 • Lake Worth X 
Birdcage • 954-961-7619 • Hollywood X Lauderdale Isles • 954-583-7422 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
Boca Bar & Grill • 561-995-1007 • Boca Raton X Macabi’s Cigar Bar • 954-764-8566 • Ft. Lauderdale X X 
Boston Johnny’s • 954-923-7650 • Hollywood X Manor Lanes • 954-566-7457 • Wilton Manors X X X 
Brady’s Pub • 954-973-1390 • Margate X Maracas • 954-537-2002 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
Bru’s Room • 561-739-9332 • Boynton Beach X McGowan’s • 954-923-4885 • Hollywood Beach X X 
Carolina Ale House • (561) 735-7848 • Boynton X Moonshadows • 954-927-6666 • Hollywood X 
Chauncy’s Pub • 954-965-3559 • Pembroke Pines X X Murphy’s Downtown • 561-447-6617 • Boca Raton X X 
Cheetah • 954-455-2131 • Hallandale X X Neighborhoods Sports Bar • (561) 241 1665 • Boca Raton X 
Circus Bar • 954-973-1483 X X X Nexstore Marketplace • 561-886-4100 • Boca Raton X X 
Clamsters Sports Bar • 954-481-3755 • Deerfield X Northridge Raw Bar • 954-491-5530 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
The Clubhouse • 954-389-9377 • Hollywood X Kalahari Bar • 954-351-9371 • Oakland Park X 
Coffee District • (561) 455-0541 • Delray X O’Connors Irish Pub • (561) 330-0022 • Delray X 
Colony West • 954-721-7710 • Tamarac X Players Sports Bar • 954-733-0990 • Tamarac X 
Corner Pub Cafe • 954-564-2553 • Wilton Manors X Quarterdeck Grill • (561) 374-9113 • Boynton X 
Crabby Jack’s • 954-429-3770 • Monday X Red’s Club Lounge • 954-771-8360 • Ft. Lauderdale X X X 
Diamond Strikes • 954-782-6340 • Pompano X X Renegades • 561-683-9555 • West Palm Beach X 
Don Carter Tamarac Lanes • 954-722-2700 • Tamarac X Roy’s Sports Bar • 954-255-8108 • Margate X X 
Drafthouse east • 561 368 3292 • Boca Raton X Rudy’s Clover Bar • 954-564-9309 • Oakland Park X 
Drafthouse West • 561 394 6699 • Boca Raton X Seminole Coconut Creek Casino • 954-977-6700 X X X X X X X 
Duck Tavern • 561-998-8288 • Boca Raton X X X Southern Comfort • 954 786 6008 • Pompano Beach X 
Duffy’s Sports Grill • 561-869-0552 • Boca Raton Sparez Bowling Center • 954-434-9663 • Davie X 
Duffy’s Sports Grill • 561-752-4949 • Boynton Beach X Sports Den • 954-566-7457 • Ft. Lauderdale X X X 
Duffy’s Sports Grill • 954-429-8820 • Deerfield X X Sports Rock • 954-708-0290 • Pembroke Pines X X X 
Duffy’s Sports Grill • 772-924-3565 • Port St. Lucie X Sullivan’s • 954-781-9669 • Lighthouse Point X X 
el Torito • 954-725-3339 • Boca Raton X Swampgrass Willy’s • 954-625-1555 • WPB X X X 
The Field • 954-964-5979 • Dania Beach X Tap of Coral Springs • 954-255-0711 • Coral Springs X X X 
Flossies Bar • 954-583-9656 • Ft. Lauderdale X Texas Rose • 954-476-0667 • Davie X X 
Frog & Toad • 954-491-3697 • Ft. Lauderdale X The Toad • 954-757-7301 • Coral Springs X X 
Ganey’s • 954-974-0251 • Pompano Beach X Tijuana Taxi Co. • 954-972-5008 • Davie X 
Gator s Dockside • 561 969 9554 • Lake Worth X Tijuana Taxi Co. • 954-344-9201 • Coral Springs X 
Gatsby’s • 561-393-3900 • Boca Raton X upper Deck Ale • 954-454-8878 • Hallandale X 
Gatsby’s • 954-476-0063 • Davie X Waxy O’Connors • 954-525-9299 • Ft. Lauderdale X 
Grumpy Dick’s • 954-452-1952 • Plantation X The Wayward Sailor • 954-630-2856 • Ft. Lauderdale X X 
Hard Rock Casino • (954) 327-7625 • Hollywood X X X X X X X The Whale Raw Bar • 954-345-9190 • Parkland X 
Heron Bay Golf Club • 954-341-1786 • Coral Springs X Wowies Sports Grill • 561-392-5040 • Boca Raton X 
The Irishmen • 561-368-1129 • Boca Raton X Xtreme Indoor Karting • 954-491-6265 • Ft. Laud. X X X 
J’s Original Bar • 954-581-8400 • Ft. Lauderdale X Yak-Zies • 954-786-0033 • Pompano Beach X 
Jacaranda Bar & Grill • 954-423-1811 • Plantation X Zo’s Off The Hook • 954-689-6757 • Ft. Lauderdale 

LISTINGS ARe FRee e MAIL uS AT PReSS@ITBNATION.COM 
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